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but added that such a match, if desired at Madrid, would not be opposed by Great Britain. In 1845, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were on a visit to Louis Philippe at the Chateau d'Eu. The royal guests then supplemented the work of the London Foreign Office by a definite agreement with their host himself. First, Queen Isabella herself must marry her cousin, the Duke of Cadiz. Then Louis Philippe's son, the Due de Montpensier, might become the husband of Isabella's sister. Neither the cordiality between the reigning houses of France and England, nor the mutual devotion of the French and English Foreign Ministers caused the French king really to abandon the idea of uniting the French and Spanish branches of the Bourbon family. The matrimonial diplomacy of the French court and its chancery did in effect revive the seventeenth-century Family Compact for a union of the French and Spanish crowns baffled by Chatham. But it displayed features of calculating heart-lessness on the part of the French king that were new.
At the Chateau d'Eu house-party in 1845, the English and French royalties had further settled that neither of the Spanish princesses should find a husband in Leopold of Saxe-Coburg; this was the cousin of Prince Albert and brother of the King Consort of Portugal ; his name in this connection was then mentioned for the first time. In 1846, Palmerston returned to the Foreign Office and at once fell out of favour at court for naming in a despatch to Madrid Leopold as a possible suitor for Queen Isabella. Guizot seized this indiscretion as an excuse for hurrying on the Montpensier marriage which he had already agreed to
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